THE BOOK OF ACTS: Signs of a Healthy Church PARTICIPANTS’ OUTLINE

Bible Study Series: The Book of Acts
“Signs of a Healthy Church”
PART 2

Sharing with the Saints - Acts 4:32-37
VS.
Suspicious Spirituality — Acts 5:1-11

Topics:
O Reflection Questions
O Important Emphasis
O Outline
O Key Terms
Q Introduction
O Exploring the Text
O Understanding the Text
O Life Application

Reflection Questions

A.  Where have you experienced or seen a radical [profound, extreme] act of
generosity? How did it impact you?

B.  How would you describe the dominant mindset [attitude, beliefs, way of
thinking] of our culture when it comes to our money, possessions, and stuff?
Where and how do you see that mindset play out?
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Important Emphasis

Divine Responsibility

Presumably if God had done nothing, had said nothing, there would be no
community.

A story not only means something but also does something. The story performs
certain actions when told, heard, and remembered.

God is not just a character in the story, rather God is the author who makes the
story possible and whose nature and purposes are revealed in the telling of the
story.

Barnabas Effect

e Profiting the People- Barnabas is known as the son of encouragement. The
term encourage is used 14 times. The word encourage is used 7 times. The
first time it is used is in Acts 4:36 and the Final time is in Philemon 1:7.

e Possession sold for selfless Provisions- The intent of Barnabas is vital to
understanding the main core of the principle of this text.

¢ Philanthropy that is Priceless- The Disposition of your heart is very
important as it pertains to giving. We are apprised of the disposition of the
heart when we look at Barnabas previous actions and the actions of others
that will be illumined later in the narrative.

Deception of a Corrupt Couple

We are introduced to Ananias and Sapphira in a contrasting emphasis or
overtone.

Within the structure of Luke- Acts, Johnson may be right that each new
geographic frontier includes a symbolic confrontation with evil powers, echoing
Jesus Kingdom confrontations in the gospels Luke 11:20. Here the church
confronts members with Satan in their hearts Acts 5:3; Luke 22:3; later God’s
agents will confront sorcerers and magicians Acts 8:9-11
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Relationship- Luke informs us that they are husband and wife. “The couple
may have wished to achieve status within the Christian community without
genuine sacrifice.”

Real estate- How do they handle their property. There is a couple of words
we need to pay close attention to here (piece, some, and portion) These
words are assigned to the actions of Ananias and Sapphira. The God of Acts
is an all-out God (not a partial God).

Restriction- Ananias and Sapphira could not bring themselves to that level
of benevolence. It wasn’t a pocket issue we soon discover their giving issue
is a heart issue. Acts 4:3, 4

Appearance of Giving vs. Appetite of Giving- We must have a hunger to see
God’s kingdom move forward. What is the level of our sacrifice?

Deadly nature of partially committed people in the Kingdom work. Rom. 12:1-2

Extermination- Ananias and Sapphira wanted to join God’s community
while also retaining their personal autonomy from God’s authority. God
judged imposters within the community (Acts 1:18 5:5) more severely than
false prophets outside of it.

Example- Old Testament Comparison Achan Josh 7:18-26 that sin can
disrupt koinonia even in the idyllic community. Gahazi secretly took wealth,
but God saw and punished him 2 Kings 5:25-27. Juxtaposition of Achan and
Ananias. Achan kept some of Jericho’s wealth devoted to God. Ananias and
Sapphira held back some of their wealth already dedicated to God.

Extravagant price of ignorance- Ananias behavior of seeking to deceive the
community recalls the betrayal of Judas : both had Satan in their hearts (
Luke 22:3; Acts 5:3) conspired for money and were involved real-estate in a
negative way

Extraordinary Fear — this fits Luke’s opposition to hypocrisy. God discerns
the insincerity of even the outwardly devoted (Luke 16:13-15)
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Outline

L. Sharing with the Saints Acts 4:32-37
A.  Genuine Spirit-led Desire to Give
B.  Genuine Spirit-led Giving
C.  Genuine Spirit-led Giver

II.  Suspicious Spirituality Acts 5:1-11
A.  Disingenuous Donation
B.  Deceived by the Devil
C.  Co-Defendant’s Failed Coverup

Key Terms
O Accusation Q Fellowship a Money'
; U God U Possessions
U Believers -
O Holy Spirit O Power
3 Church O Generosity O Punish
U Consequences : unishment
O Healing U Resurrection
U Death -
) Q Jesus Christ U Satan
U Deceit : )
L Q Lifestyle O Sin
Q Discipline O Love O K
U Encouragement 0O Miracles 0 camwor
O Fear Witnessing
Introduction

The final verses of chapter 4 provide a glimpse into the inner workings of the early
church. The first-century Christians enjoyed a sense of closeness and
that caused the world to sit up and take notice. It’s one thing to talk

of loving others; it’s quite another to sell one’s valuable and give
the proceeds to those less fortunate. Yet that kind of was common
in the early church. And that kind of is the essence of true

. (Acts 4:32-37)

Despite the of so many in the newly developing Christian Church,
there were those who behaved to the contrary. Acts 5:1-8:3 tells of internal and
external problems facing the early church. Inside, there were (58:1-
11) and (6:1-7); outside, the church was being
pressured by
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Ananias and Sapphira, a married couple in the Jerusalem church, concocted a plan
whereby they hoped to give a little to God but get credit for a lot. Their scheme
was , and God’s was swift and severe.

As you reflect on their story and the story of Joseph/Barnabas—Son of
Encouragement (4:36-37), ask yourself the question, “What are my motives for
serving and giving?”

EXPLORING THE TEXT

I. Sharing with the Saints Acts 4:32-37

A.  Genuine Spirit-led Desire to Give (4:32-33)

32 And the congregation of those who believed were of one heart and soul; and not
one of them claimed that anything belonging to him was his own, but all things
were common property to them. 3 And with great power the apostles were

giving testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and abundant grace was
upon them all.

In summarizing the daily activities of the early church, Luke noted the believers’

. Surely the church’s unity (all the believers were of
one heart and mind) prompted this material . No one was required
to contribute to the needs of others; this “communal purse” was voluntary. Yet the
believers willingly shared everything they had, not holding tightly to

, for they felt that what they owned was not their own.

These people were Jewish Christians, so they had learned the Scriptures. They may
have desired to follow God’s law as recorded in Deuteronomy 15:4, “There
should be no poor among you” (nlt).

The early church was able to share and property because of the
unity brought by the working in and through the
believers’ lives. This way of living is different from communism because the
sharing was voluntary, did not involve all private property but only as much as was

needed; and was not a requirement to be a part of the church.

The spiritual and of these early believers attracted
others to them. This organizational structure is not a biblical command, but it
offers vital for us to follow.

Page | 5




THE BOOK OF ACTS: Signs of a Healthy Church PARTICIPANTS’ OUTLINE

God worked powerfully among them (see 6:8) to empower their witness (Acts 1:8)
and to meet their material needs. Jesus had told his disciples, “Your love for one
another will prove to the world that you are my disciples” (John 13:35 nlt). As the
outside world saw the believers’ generosity with one another, their care for the
needy, and their witness, they were drawn to the Lord Jesus.

CHECKING FOR UNDERSTANDING
1. What attitude did the believers have toward one another? (4:32)

2. How did the Christians show their unity? (4:32)

3. What godly quality enhanced the unity and service of the early Christians?
(4:33)

4. How effective was the apostles’ witness?  (4:33)

B.  Genuine Spirit-led Giving (4:34-35)

3 For there was not a needy person among them, for all who were owners of land,
or houses would sell them and bring the proceeds of the sales *° and lay them at the
apostles’ feet, and they would be distributed to each as any had need.

The generosity of the Jerusalem believers was so that

was nonexistent among them. They would bring lavish gifts
obtained from selling their properties to the apostles, who would then distribute
them to those who were in need. These gifts served as remarkable acts reflecting
their for those less fortunate.
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C. Genuine Spirit-led Giver (4:36-37)

35 Now Joseph, a Levite of Cyprian birth, who was also called Barnabas by the
apostles (which translated means Son of Encouragement, 3 and who owned a tract
of land, sold it and brought the money and laid it at the apostles’ feet.

Barnabas (Joseph) is introduced here because he gave money from the sale of a
field he owned to the apostles to give to those in need. Barnabas would prove to be
a respected and important leader in the life of the early church.

Barnabas was a by birth (a member of the Jewish tribe that carried
out temple duties) but a resident of Cyprus. This may explain why he was a
landowner (Levites were forbidden to own land in Israel-—see Numbers 18:20-24
and Deuteronomy 10:9; 18:1-2).

Luke reports that Barnabas “was a good man, and full of the Holy Spirit and of
faith,” and adds that “considerable numbers were brought to the Lord” via his
ministry (Acts 11:20-24 NASB). Barnabas then went to Tarsus to find Paul, and
they ministered together in Antioch for a year (Acts 11:25-26). When the church
in Antioch decided to send a monetary gift to help Christians in Judaea, they
trusted Barnabas and Paul to carry the gift (Acts 11:27-30).

[Tresham, Aaron K. 2016. “Barnabas the Apostle.” In The Lexham Bible
Dictionary]

Barnabas would later travel with Paul on Paul’s first missionary journey (Acts
13:4). John Mark (author of the Gospel of Mark) was his cousin. “Barnabas”
means Son of , and it would prove, over and over, to be most
appropriate.

CHECKING FOR UNDERSTANDING
5. How was the command of Deuteronomy 15:4 exemplified [demonstrated or
illustrated] by the members of the early church? (4:34-35)

6. What did some better-off Christians do from time to time? (4:34-35)
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7. What was unique about Barnabas? (4:36-37)

EXPLORING THE TEXT

II.  Suspicious Spirituality (Acts 5:1-11)

This passage offers a contrast to the example of Barnabas, who sold his property
and brought all the proceeds to the community (4:36—37). The negative example
involves a married couple named Ananias and Sapphira, whom Peter accuses of
lying to God or God’s Spirit. The couple sells the property but retains some of the
proceeds (5:1-2). Peter confronts the husband first (5:3—4), and he drops dead and
is buried after Peter accuses him of lying to God (5:5-6). A similar scene is
repeated for the wife (5:6-11).

A. Disingenuous Donation Acts 5:1-2

'But a man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of property,
2 and kept back some of the proceeds for himself, with his wife’s full knowledge,
and bringing a portion of it, he laid it at the apostles’ feet.

These verses tie back to 4:36-37, where Barnabas was introduced as a man who
had given to those in need. At the inception of the church, the
practice of selling one’s possessions to give money to those in need showed the
believers’ to help other believers. Not everyone was liquidating
everything, nor was there pressure to do so (Mary, John’s mother, still owned her
home—12:12). This was a , and it appears to have
been practiced only here in the early Palestine church.

It seems that the positive response of the church to gifts from people like Barnabas
became a source of envy for and . They also sold
some property. They could have given any amount of the selling price, but because
they apparently desired the esteem that Barnabas had received, they pretended to
give the they had received for the field. Instead,
however, they kept back of the
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B. Deceived by the Devil Acts 5:3-6

3 But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit
and to keep back some of the proceeds of the land? * While it remained unsold, did
it not remain your own? And after it was sold, was it not under your control?

Why is it that you have conceived this deed in your heart? You have not lied to
men, but to God.” ° And as he heard these words, Ananias collapsed and died;
and great fear came over all who heard about it. ® The young men got up

and covered him up, and after carrying him out, they buried him.

Given insight by the Holy Spirit, Peter saw through Ananias’s lie. Apparently
involved in the new church, Ananias and Sapphira had succumbed to temptation
and allowed Satan into their hearts. Their sin was lying to God and God’s
people—saying they gave the whole amount but holding back some for themselves
and trying to make themselves appear more generous than they really were. This
act was judged severely because dishonesty, greed, and covetousness are
destructive in a church. All lying is bad, but when people lie to try to deceive God
and other believers about their relationship with him, they destroy their testimony.

C. Co-Defendant’s Failed Coverup Acts 5:7-11

7 Now an interval of about three hours elapsed, and his wife came in, not knowing
what had happened. ® And Peter responded to her, “Tell me whether you sold the
land for this price?”’ And she said, “Yes, for that price.” ® Then Peter said to her,
“Why is it that you have agreed together to put the Spirit of the Lord to the test?
Behold, the feet of those who have buried your husband are at the door, and they
will carry you out as well.” 1* And immediately she collapsed at his feet and died;
and the young men came in and found her dead, and they carried her out and
buried her beside her husband. ! And great fear came over the whole church, and
over all who heard about these things.

When Ananias realized that Peter knew all about his scheme, he fell to the floor
and died. The Greek word ekpsucho literally means “to breathe one’s last, to die”
and usually connotes death by divine judgment (see 5:10; 12:23; 1 Corinthians
10:6; 1 John 5:16). Peter didn’t kill Ananias, nor did he ask the Holy Spirit to kill
him. Peter the lying, and the
executed judgment.

Sapphira showed up about three hours later. She didn’t know what had happened
to her husband. Peter’s questions to Sapphira exposed her in the
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deed. Peter gave her the opportunity to tell the truth, but she told the same lie that
her husband had told. In so doing she revealed a of
that had not been touched by the grace of God.

Like her husband, Sapphira fell to the floor and died. As she and Ananias had been
joined in their “testing” of God (5:9), so they were joined in death. This is more
than just a historical record of events in the early church. This serves as a

that no one should trifle with the Holy Spirit or take lightly the
importance of telling the truth.

This is the first appearance of the term church (ekklesia, meaning “assembly”) in
the book of Acts. It will become the regular word for the universal church and the
local church in the remainder of the book (7:38; 8:1; 9:31; 11:22; 13:1; 14:23;
15:22,41; 16:5; 20:28). God’s judgment on Ananias and Sapphira produced great
among the believers, making them realize how seriously God
regards sin in the church.

CHECKING FOR UNDERSTANDING
8. How did Ananias and Sapphira’s transaction compare with Barnabas’s?
(5:1-2)

0. What did Ananias and Sapphira do with the proceeds from the sale of their
property? (5:1-2)

10. To whom did Ananias lie? (5:3-4)

11. How did Sapphira’s end compare with that of her husband? (5:10)

12.  How did people respond to Ananias and Sapphira’s deaths? (5:5, 5:11)
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Life Application

*  What can we do to trust God to take care of us?

*  What can we do to motivate ourselves and others to be more generous in our
giving?
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